
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 

Program/Funding Summary 

Short title:  Homeless Prevention Fund 

ARRA Reference:  Division __A__ Title _XII____  Section __HUD [no section #]____ 

Funding by federal fiscal year: 

Year Total Florida 

State Budget 

Amount 

Amounts to Local 

Governments Passed 

Through State 

Agencies 

Amounts to 

Directly to Local 

Governments 

Amounts 

Directly to 

Individuals 

FFY 2009 65,297,986 21,507,109 43,790,877 0 

FFY 2010     

FFY 2011     

Later Years     

Total 65,297,986 21,507,109 43,790,877 0 

Funding by state fiscal year: 

SFY 2008 – 

2009 

 0   

SFY 2009 – 

2010 

 12,904,265   

SFY 2011 – 

2012 

 6,452,133   

Later Years  2,150,711   

Total  21,507,109   

Brief description of program or funding including funding distribution method (formula or 

competitive grant): The Homeless Prevention Funds are to assist the households who face the 

loss of their home or apartment due to the current economic recession and foreclosure crisis.  

The funding will provide short and medium term financial assistance to the households to help 

them with rental payments, or to relocate the household to more affordable housing if they are 

unable to retain their current housing.  The money may be used for rental assistance, security 



deposits, utility payments and deposits, moving expenses and other homeless prevention 

services.   

The funds were allocated to units of local government and the state based on the formula for the 

Emergency Shelter Grant program at HUD.  The HUD Secretary established a minimum grant 

award amount nationally.   

In order to address the Congressional intent to expend these dollars quickly to help those in need, 

the Department is looking to use a funding formula to do an initial allocation of the money to our 

local communities.  Factors under consideration for the formula include number of unemployed 

persons, households receiving food stamps and households who were evicted in the last year. 

When funds are expected to be available:  Shortly after March 17, 2009 with the grant 

requirements published in the Federal Register. 

How long are funds available:  Available until September 30, 2011.  At least 60% of the grant 

award must be expended by the end of the 24
th

 month after grant award.  Failure to reach this 

spending target is cause for the HUD Secretary to recapture the unspent dollars and reallocate 

those funds to other grantees. 

Conditions or prerequisites for accessing funds (include matching or MOE requirements):  No 

match required.  No state maintenance of effort requirement either.   

The Department will need legislative authorization to exempt these grant dollars from state 

procurement statutes in order to expedite the distribution of the funds to local agencies.  This 

language would need to allow the Department to use a formula to award the funding.   

Federal agency: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Community Planning and 

Development Division 

State agency:  Department of Children and Families, Office on Homelessness 

If there is a link to a federal web site that describes the program or funding include here: 

www.hud.gov/recovery 

 



If there is a link to a state web site that describes the program or funding, include here: 

To Be Posted to www.dcf.state.fl.us/homelessness 

Contact Person (Name, telephone, email). 

Thomas Pierce 

850-9229850 

Tom_Pierce@dcf.state.fl.us 

 

 


